
Dear Sidney Island Landowners, 

On behalf of Parks Canada, I hope you will consider the enclosed newsletter. It outlines Gulf Island 
National Park Reserve`s proposal to support the restoration of Sidney Island`s forests by removing 
invasive fallow deer. 

The decision rests with you. Parks Canada will not proceed with these plans without support from Sidney 
Island landowners. We invite you to learn more about the proposal and play a role in shaping possible 
eradication plans. 

The enclosed newsletter provides information on how invasive fallow deer have become a serious threat 
to Sidney Island`s forests, why eradication is a feasible solution, and how such a plan could work. It 
marks the beginning of a longer conversation Parks Canada is seeking with community members. 

What's next? 

In the spring, we plan to host information sessions in Vancouver and Victoria for landowners with 
eradication experts, Parks Canada staff, and researchers outside of the organization.  These sessions will 
give landowners an opportunity to provide input on possible eradication plans and share any concerns 
with the proposal as a whole. Another similar information session will be held on Sidney Island early in 
the July to reach as many landowners as possible. 

This summer, Parks Canada will also be organizing field trips to local islands that do not have deer 
populations so community members can get a sense of what Sidney Island might look like without the 
pressure of overgrazing from invasive fallow deer. 

Parks Canada is currently developing a website to serve as a one-stop place for landowners to find 
information on the proposal. It will also feature upcoming dates for information sessions, field trips and 
other related events. We will share that link with you as soon as it is online. 

And because one-on-one conversations are often where we learn the most,  Parks Canada staff involved 
in the project also hope to speak with residents over the phone to better understand individual thoughts 
on the proposal. 

Thank you for considering this newsletter. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to get 
in touch. I would be pleased to discuss with you at any time. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nathan Cardinal  

 
Parks Canada Agency | L'Agence Parcs Canada 
2220 Harbour Road, Sidney BC V8L 2P6 |2220 chemin Harbour, Sidney C-B V8L 2P6 

 
Nathan.Cardinal@pc.gc.ca 
Telephone | Téléphone 250-654-4076  

Facsimile | Télécopieur 250-654-4014  

Government of Canada | Gouvernement du Canada  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fq%3D2220%2BHarbour%2BRoad%26entry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=02%7C01%7C%7C405941d4158c4ee9d17e08d562a8b317%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636523399791668187&sdata=2R1847hQnVF0xrq6Tlhm%2B517sP29Yh9LJHV7p3ArO4I%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Nathan.Cardinal@pc.gc.ca
tel:(250)%20654-4076
tel:(250)%20654-4014


 

 

 

 

Forest ecosystems on Sidney Island are at risk due 

to excessive feeding from fallow deer, which were 

introduced to the island many years ago. Parks 

Canada is currently proposing to safely and 

humanely eradicate fallow deer from Sidney Island. 

Parks Canada believes this is the single most 

effective step we can take to improve the island’s 

ongoing ecological health.  

Eradication will not happen without support from 

Sidney Island landowners and local First Nations. 

Parks Canada is committed to engaging with 

landowners to provide information about the 

proposal and develop a project collaboratively that 

considers the values and perspectives of all 

involved. 
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A Proposal for the Eradication of Fallow 

Deer from Sidney Island 
 



 

Impact of fallow deer 

on Sidney Island 
 

At first glance, the forest of Sidney Island is a beautiful 

place – Douglas fir, arbutus, and cedar trees reach up to 

the sky while resident deer travel through the open 

forest floor.  

 

But the island’s understory, where a variety of plants 

usually cover the forest floor, is barren – a tell-tale sign 

of an ecosystem with a bleak future. The seedlings for 

the next generation of trees like arbutus, Garry oak, 

bigleaf maple, aspen, and alder are missing. There is a 

stark absence of young ocean spray plants and 

wildflowers that bring diversity and beauty to the island. 

Typical shrub species, such as Saskatoon berry and 

huckleberry, are disappearing. Many of the songbirds, 

particularly those that nest in the forest understory, are 

also absent.    

 

What is causing these plants and animals to disappear? 

Fallow deer.  

 

Fallow deer are not native to Sidney Island and are 

considered an invasive species. These animals have 

become hyper-abundant and are decimating understory 

plants through excessive feeding on both low-lying 

plants and woody bushes and saplings – a kind of 

feeding behavior known as browsing. This impacts 

native birds and endangered plants that are key 

components of the local ecosystem. Even small 

mammals, reptiles, and insects are affected by fallow 

deer as the plants, shrubs, and soil they inhabit are 

eaten and trampled by the deer.  

With these widespread impacts, fallow deer continue to 

undermine the community’s outstanding efforts at 

conservation. The island is home to some of the most 

at-risk ecosystems in Canada, including Garry oak 

ecosystems, but excessive feeding by fallow deer has 

made Sidney Island one of the least diverse islands in 

the region.  

 

 

Figure 1: Camas and mixed-
herbaceous site with deer. 

Figure 2: Camas and mixed-
herbaceous site with no deer. 
Photos: T. Martin 

 Did you know? In a comparison to 18 other Gulf 

Islands and San Juan Islands, University of British 

Columbia researchers Dr. Tara Martin and Dr. Peter 

Arcese found Sidney Island to have the lowest cover 

of understory vegetation and lowest abundance of 

songbirds that rely on this understory for foraging 

and nesting. 



 

A look at decades of 

fallow deer culls 
Fallow deer were introduced to Sidney Island in the 

early 20th Century for sport hunting. While this 

introduction was well-intentioned, the population of 

fallow deer increased dramatically in the 1970s. A 

decade later, researchers estimated that the island had 

one of the densest populations of fallow deer in the 

world.  

 

With the forest understory rapidly disappearing, Sidney 

Island residents began organizing fallow deer hunts and 

working with others to address the problem.  

 

Since then more than 14,000 deer have been removed 

from the island through guided hunting, limited entry 

hunts, trapping, and large-scale cull operations. This 

significant accomplishment has been achieved largely 

through the tremendous effort and investment of Sidney 

Island landowners, with some support from both the 

provincial and federal governments.  

 

But decades later, the problem still persists. While gains 

have been made – we are just beginning to see the odd 

wildflower return, such as camas– the fallow deer 

population remains extremely high. In fact, Parks 

Canada’s monitoring program has found that the 

current population of fallow deer on Sidney Island is at 

least 400% greater than a healthy ecosystem can 

support.  

 

Ongoing investments in fallow deer management have 

not enabled the forest to fully recover. Ongoing culls and 

hunts are unlikely to result in full restoration of healthy 

forests or be feasible both financially and in terms of 

sustained volunteer effort. 

 

 

Figure 3: Fallow deer on Sidney Island. 

Did you know? Fallow deer originated from the 

Duke of Devonshire’s estate in England. They have 

been introduced to more than 20 countries around 

the world and are decimating a variety of 

ecosystems. Several of these countries, including 

Great Britain, are now developing or already 

implementing strategies to manage fallow deer and 

their impacts on forest health. In Australia, the 

federal government has identified fallow deer as an 

extreme threat due to their impact on plants, 

animals, and farmland. 



 

Eradication as an 

effective last resort 
 

Eradication of an invasive species is always a difficult 

decision for Parks Canada. But when an introduced 

species dramatically impacts the survival of native 

plants and animals, a decision must be made to either 

control the invasive species or allow the overall 

ecosystem to degrade. 

 

Our research, coupled with extensive culling efforts, has 

led Parks Canada to conclude that until the fallow deer 

population has been removed, the restoration of Sidney 

Island’s devastated forests is not realistic.  

 

Eradication, funded by Parks Canada, is an opportunity 

to truly restore the island’s native forests and songbirds. 

Here are some of the key reasons why. 

 

Effective 
Globally, eradication is a proven technique. Nearly 300 

successful ungulate eradication projects have occurred 

on islands throughout the world. In contrast to fallow 

deer culls, which have to take place on Sidney Island 

each year to reduce population size, an eradication 

operation could completely remove all fallow deer in a 

matter of months.  

 

Affordable 
Eradication requires a significant upfront cost. Parks 

Canada is prepared to fund this initiative, making this a 

very affordable option for Sidney Island residents who 

have long been funding fallow deer culls and 

volunteering countless hours towards these initiatives 

each year. Costs to restore the island post-eradication 

would be quite minor and involve funding support from 

Parks Canada.  

 

Parks Canada expects to invest approximately $1 

million to eradicate fallow deer on Sidney Island due to 

the complexities involved in undertaking a safe, 

efficient, and effective operation.  

 

In contrast, fallow deer culls and hunts that have been 

organized for years on Sidney Island require an 

indefinite annual investment and significant volunteer 

time. While these annual costs are low, as costs 

accumulate they eventually surpass the cost of 

eradication. If at any point Sidney Island landowners 

were no longer able to invest in fallow deer 

management, population numbers would climb again, 

undermining decades of funding and work. 

 

Sustainable 
If fallow deer were eradicated from Sidney Island, Parks 

Canada would begin a long-term restoration plan with 

strategies to control invasive plants, support the growth 

of native plants, and ensure black-tailed deer population 

numbers remain at healthy levels. We’ve outlined these 

plans in more detail on Page 10 ‘Working together after 

eradication’.  

 

 
Figure 4: Field of fawn lilies on Eagle Islet in Sidney Lagoon.  
Photo: Pippi Lawn 

 

  

Did you know? In 2008, the US Park Service 

estimated that controlling invasive deer populations 

at P.oint Reyes Nations Seashore in California – a 

population similar in size to that of fallow deer on 

Sidney Island – would cost $13 million over a 55 year 

period. The US Park Service opted for eradication 

instead. After successfully removing the invasive 

deer, the park service is now working on restoring 

populations of native animals such as Tule Elk, 

whose numbers declined during the rise of the 

invasive deer. 



 

When is eradication 

ethical? 
 

One resource that Parks Canada refers to for guidance 

on culling or eradicating a species is a framework on 

ethical wildlife control developed by an international 

panel of experts. Below is a breakdown of how the 

seven principles outlined by the panel apply to the 

possible eradication of Sidney Island’s fallow deer. 

Check out ‘Further reading’ on page 10 for an in-depth 

look at the panel’s recommendations.   

 

Principle 1: Consider whether the problem can be 

solved by changing human practices. 

Public education efforts by both Parks Canada and 

Sidney Island’s Strata Council have reduced conflict 

between people and deer by outlining behaviours to 

avoid such as feeding or approaching deer. While 

conflict can be minimized, no change in human 

behaviour can effectively solve the problem of fallow 

deer overbrowsing. 

 

Principle 2: Consider whether the harm caused 

by the animal justifies removing or eradicating 

the species. 

Substantial evidence gathered by Parks Canada and 

other researchers have confirmed the severe impact 

that fallow deer have on the health of Sidney Island’s 

forest ecosystem, which now has some of the lowest 

levels of plant and bird biodiversity in the region.  

 

Principle 3: Determine whether eradication is a 

clear and achievable goal.  

Parks Canada conducted a feasibility assessment that 

confirmed eradication of fallow deer from Sidney Island 

is possible, factoring in animal behaviour, island 

geography, and preferred methods. We are currently 

working with contractors to develop an eradication 

operation plan. Eradication methods would be tested in 

advance to ensure effectiveness. Parks Canada is 

prepared to cover the full costs of the operation.  

 

Principle 4: Ensure the proposed eradication 

methods minimize suffering. 

Animal welfare is important to Parks Canada. Any plan 

to eradicate fallow deer from Sidney Island would 

ensure the humane treatment of wildlife. Eradication 

techniques would need to meet requirements from 

Parks Canada’s Animal Care Committee, which involve 

reducing animal stress and suffering, while also avoiding 

non-target animals. Parks Canada would also work with 

the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to 

review eradication plans and ensure high animal welfare 

standards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principle 5: Consider community values on 

eradication.  

Parks Canada’s proposal to eradicate fallow deer from 

Sidney Island will not proceed without support from 

local First Nations and Sidney Island landowners. If 

there is support, Parks Canada will continue to reach 

out to all involved throughout the eradication process to 

ensure other’s values are respected. 

 

Principle 6: Consider how eradication fits into 

long-term area management. 

Eradication planning is a continuation of the significant 

work already undertaken on the island by private 

residents, the Province of BC, and Parks Canada to 

reduce the population of invasive fallow deer on Sidney 

Island. It also supports extensive research on the island 

confirming a link between fallow deer and a 

deteriorating forest ecosystem.  

 

Eradication would serve as a crucial step forward in a 

long-term forest restoration project. Following the 

removal of fallow deer from Sidney Island, Parks 

Canada would develop strategies to control invasive 

plants, support the growth of native plants, and ensure 

black-tailed deer population numbers remain at healthy 

levels. Find out more on page 10 ‘Working together after 

eradication’. 

 

Principle 7: Check that labels aren’t influencing 

management decisions. 

If fallow deer weren’t an invasive species introduced for 

sport, would Parks Canada take steps to control their 

population numbers? Yes. Parks Canada is not 

considering the eradication of fallow deer simply 

because they are an introduced species – their habits 

and numbers differ greatly from black-trailed deer.  

 

Fallow deer are able to reach higher densities than the 

solitary black-tailed deer. Since fallow deer eat both 

grasses and shrubs, they remove much more of a 

forest’s understorey than black-tailed deer. Fallow deer 

have also proven that they are able to bounce back 

from any culling effort. It is for these key reasons that 

Parks Canada has determined that fallow deer 

eradication provides the best opportunity for the forest 

ecosystems on Sidney Island to thrive.  

 

 

  



 

How eradication 

operations work  
 

Eradication means the complete removal of all fallow 

deer from Sidney Island. Parks Canada conducted an 

initial feasibility study on this proposal and determined 

that the most appropriate techniques for eradication 

would involve ground and aerial hunting, with follow-up 

monitoring to ensure no fallow deer remain. These 

techniques have proven to be quick and effective in 

over 250 other ungulate eradication operations 

worldwide. 

 

Of course, Sidney Island is a unique environment and 

fallow deer have distinct behavioural patterns. An 

eradication operation would consider these factors, and 

also be shaped by the values and input of Sidney Island 

landowners and First Nations, who have an important 

voice in the management of Parks Canada’s lands. 

Those with experience hunting could also make 

important contributions to the operation plan as regional 

knowledge of the landscape and fallow deer would be 

invaluable. 

 

Below is an outline of the three phases of eradication 

most commonly relied upon to remove a deer species 

from an island. 

 

Phase 1: Ground hunting and trapping are first used to 

reduce a significant portion of the invasive deer 

population. Ground hunting involves various strategies 

(e.g. bait stations, stands, spotlights) employed by 

skilled professionals. In some cases, specially trained 

dogs are used to detect and track deer, which are then 

dispatched by hunters. Drop nets or live traps are used 

to capture small groups of deer which are then killed.  

Phase 2: Once invasive deer populations are reduced, 

aerial hunting is added to the ground hunting and 

trapping techniques. Aerial hunting is done by 

experienced pilots and professional marksmen and has 

proven to be an extremely efficient and effective way of 

removing deer from islands, even in heavily treed 

environments such as Haida Gwaii.  

 

Other methods can also be considered for Phase 2 to 

target invasive deer that are more difficult to find. Boats 

can be used for shoreline hunting. Select deer can also 

be trapped, sterilized and outfitted with a radio collar to 

be released back onto the island. Since some species 

such as fallow deer tend to herd, tracking a deer with a 

radio-collar can help lead hunters to remaining deer. 

 

Phase 3: Once eradication is complete, follow-up 

monitoring is done at regular intervals for at least a year 

to confirm that all animals have been removed.

  

 

 

• Time: 6 weeks

• Team size: 3 hunters + support staff

• Activities: installing and pre-baiting of traps, trapping, and 
ground hunting

Eradication Phase 1: 

Targeting large herds of 
fallow deer

• Time: 6 weeks

• Team size: 3 ground hunters, 1 helicopter pilot, 1 aerial 
hunter + support staff

• Activities: aerial hunting, trapping and ground hunting

Eradication Phase 2:

Targeting small groups 
and individuals

• Time: 1 week per visit with 3 visits (at 3, 6, and 12 months 
post-eradication)

• Team size: 2 ground hunters, 1 helicopter pilot, 1 aerial 
hunter + support staff

• Activities: ground hunting if any animals found

Eradication Phase 3:

Efficacy monitoring



Frequently Asked 

Questions 
 

Q. Who would play a role in eradicating deer from 

Sidney Island?  

A. Eradication requires a strategic approach undertaken 

by a relatively small highly-trained and experienced 

team. The ground hunting team is typically composed of 

three highly-skilled and experienced hunters while the 

aerial hunting team includes an expert marksmen, an 

experienced pilot, and support crew for the helicopter. 

Additional staff oversee management operations and 

assist with logistics. Other experts such as veterinarians 

are brought in as needed.  

 

Q. How long would eradication take? 

A. Significant effort goes into planning an eradication 

operation to ensure safety and success. If we receive 

support from Sidney Island landowners and First 

Nations, it would likely take at least a year to finalize an 

operation plan for eradication. Active eradication would 

likely unfold over four subsequent months in the late fall 

or winter, much like current hunting periods on Sidney 

Island. In the year following eradication, multiple surveys 

would be conducted to confirm the removal of all deer. 

 

Q. When would eradication start? 

A. If supported, eradication would likely start in the 

winter of 2019-20. Prior to the eradication operation, we 

would be testing out proposed methods, undertaking 

accurate deer counts, monitoring ecosystem conditions, 

and planning for a safe, efficient, and effective 

operation. We would also be continuing to meet and 

consult with landowners and First Nations over this 

time.  

 

Q. How would eradication operation affect 

landowners? 

A. Public safety is a top priority for Parks Canada. Any 

eradication measures would be designed to minimize 

risk and inconvenience to local landowners and visitors. 

During an eradication operation, there would be 

temporary disturbance from:  

 Firearm discharges – noise 

 Helicopter activity – noise  

 Human presence both on and off trails 

 Use of vehicles and ATVs on island roads and trails 

 Vessels around the island and use of dock and 

ramp facilities 

  

People would not be required to leave the island, and 

hunting operations could be adjusted to accommodate 

the needs of landowners as much as possible. During 

eradication operations, certain portions of the island 

could be temporarily closed to facilitate safe hunting. 

Operation managers would communicate regularly with 

landowners to inform them of daily hunting plans. 

 

Q. What about other methods of eradication?  

A. Hunting by commercial or recreational hunters is 

often identified as an effective and less costly way of 

eradicating a species. While such hunting can reduce a 

deer population, these methods do not tend to result in 

full eradication and can actually cost more over time. As 

deer density decreases, the cost and time involved in 

removing remaining deer increases. In the end, 

prolonged hunting actually results in more animal 

deaths than an eradication operation, since deer 

continue to breed while targeted hunts take place year 

after year. This fact is already apparent on Sidney Island 

where an eradication effort would likely involve the 

destruction of fewer than 1,000 deer, while ongoing 

hunting and culls have killed approximately 14,000 deer 

to date.   

 

Q. What would happen to the deer meat and 

carcasses if eradication took place? 

A. If eradication took place on Sidney Island, part of the 

pre-planning would involve speaking with local First 

Nations and Sidney Islands landowners about ways to 

maximize use of the culled deer. Parks Canada could 

fund and arrange to have the meat processed for 

landowners, local First Nations, schools, and 

community groups in need. Deer pelts and antlers could 

also be shared with First Nations to use for cultural 

purposes such as drum-making. 

 

Thoughtfully distributed deer meat and carcasses have 

already made a difference to communities surrounding 

Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, National Marine 

Conservation Reserve and Haida Heritage Site. Parks 

Canada is currently undertaking a deer eradication 

project for invasive Sitka deer in that area to allow the 

forest understory to recover. As part of this project, deer 

meat is successfully being distributed to both 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous community members, 

schools, and food banks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Table: Possible timeline for eradication if proposal moves forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fall 2018 - Fall 2019

1 year

Eradication planning

Fallow deer population 
census

Permits and orders

Testing of techniques

Oct 2019 - Feb 2020 

16 weeks

Phase 1

Ground hunting and 
trapping

Phase 2

Ground hunting, aerial 
hunting, and trapping

Meat distribution

Feb 2020 - onwards

Annually

Phase 3
Monitoring at 3, 6, 12 

months post-eradication

Annual monitoring

Forest Rrvegetation

Black-tailed deer 
monitoring and 
management

Figure 5: Exclosure on Sidney Island. Between 1989 and 2004, vegetation 
cover inside the exclosure increased from 50% to 100%, while cover outside 
the exclosure decreased from 50% to less than 40%. 

Did you know? On Kangaroo Island in 

Australia, targeted hunting, rather than an 

eradication operation, has been used as a 

method to remove feral deer from the island. 

Between 2006 and 2013, 225 deer were 

shot, yet the time taken to destroy a deer 

rose from 40 hours per deer in 2007 to 160 

hours per deer in 2013. Deer continue to 

impact the island ecosystem, and the effort 

has cost more than $1.2M to date. 



 

Working together 

after eradication 
 

Ecosystems have a tremendous ability to recover. If 

fallow deer were eradicated from Sidney Island, Parks 

Canada would work in collaboration with Sidney Island 

landowners to successfully restore the island and 

manage potential risks. We would also work closely with 

First Nations on the management of Parks Canada’s 

lands. 

 

Here are a few of the key steps we would take following 

eradication. 

 

Support growth of native plants 

 Parks Canada would support the regrowth of 

native species – many of which have cultural 

significance – by developing a long-term 

vegetation management plan for the whole of 

Sidney Island in collaboration with local 

landowners and First Nations. Active restoration 

work would happen for at least three years 

following eradication. Plants such as camas, 

chocolate lily, fawn lily, shooting star, and native 

grasses including California oatgrass, blue 

wildrye, and red fescue have all been 

successfully propagated and used in restoration 

projects throughout the Gulf Islands and San 

Juan Islands. Parks Canada’s species-at-risk 

nursery in Colwood would play an important 

role in the success of these projects.  

 

Remove invasive plants 

 After eradication, invasive plant species such as 

Scotch broom and English hawthorn could pose 

a problem by competing with sensitive native 

plant populations. Parks Canada would draw on 

its expertise, resources, and extensive volunteer 

base to help manage invasive plant species 

both on private and Parks Canada lands. This 

could involve volunteer events such as annual 

Scotch broom pulls, which Parks Canada 

already organizes on Sidney Spit and across 

Gulf Islands National Park Reserve. It would 

also involve targeted activities undertaken by 

staff and regional experts. 

 

Monitor and manage black-tailed deer 

 Although native black-tailed deer populations 

do not reach the same densities as herding 

fallow deer, black-tailed deer can still become 

hyper-abundant causing negative impacts on 

native plants and other wildlife. Parks Canada 

would work with landowners, researchers, the 

Province of BC, and others to develop a black-

tailed deer management plan, including ongoing 

monitoring to ensure that black-tailed deer 

populations remain at healthy numbers.   

 The eradication of fallow deer on Sidney Island 

would not spell the end of hunting, as hunting 

would likely play an integral role in keeping 

black-tailed deer numbers at a healthy level. 

 Those who enjoy deer sightings would continue 

to see black-tailed deer on the island. 

 

Monitor forest health 

 Parks Canada would monitor forest health each 

year and report our findings to Sidney Island 

landowners and local First Nations. As part of 

our monitoring work, we would also watch for 

any potential re-invasion of fallow deer from a 

neighbouring island, which would be removed.   



 

 

FURTHER READING 
 

Below are a number of studies that explore the 

ecosystem impacts from overpopulation of deer. These 

have been helpful resources for Parks Canada and can 

be shared with any interested members of the public. 

The studies marked in bold involve research on Sidney 

Island. The rest are in alphabetical order.  

 

The journal article noted on page 6, that explores ethical 

eradication, can be found here: 

Dubois, S., et al. 2017. International consensus 

principles for ethical wildlife control. Conservation 

Biology 31(4): 753-760. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.12896/fu

ll  

Arcese, P., R. Schuster, L. Campbell, A. Barber, and 

T.G. Martin. 2014. Deer density and plant palatability 

predict shrub cover, richness, diversity and 

aboriginal food value in a North American 

archipelago. Diversity and Distributions 20: 1368-

1378. https://taramartin.org/publications/ 

 

Coastal Conservation. 2012. Sidney Island 

restoration and conservation initiative: eradication of 

fallow deer feasibility study. Parks Canada, Gulf 

Islands National Park Reserve, Sidney BC. 92pp.  

 

Martin, T.G., P. Arcese, and N. Scheerder. 2011. 

Browsing down our natural heritage: deer impacts 

vegetation structure and songbird assemblages 

across an island archipelago. Biological 

Conservation 144: 459 – 469. 

https://taramartin.org/publications/ 

 

Chollet, S., and J-L Martin. 2013. Declining woodland 

birds in North America: should we blame Bambi? 

Diversity and Distributions 19: 481-483.  

 

Chollet, S., C. Bergmann, A.J. Gaston, and J-L Martin. 

2014. Long-term consequences of invasive deer on 

songbird communities: going from bad to worse? 

Biological invasions. 16pp. 

 

Côté, S.D., T.P. Rooney, J-P. Tremblay, C. Dussault, 

and D.M. Waller. 2004. Ecological impacts of deer 

overabundance. Annual Review of Ecology, Evolution, 

and Systematics. 35: 113-147. 

 

DeNicola, A.J., K.C. VerCauteren, P.D. Curtis, and S.E. 

Hygnstrom. 2000. Managing white-tailed deer in 

suburban environments: a technical guide. Cornell 

Cooperative Extension, Wildlife Society. Ithaca, New 

York.  

 

Gonzales, E.K., and P. Arcese. 2008. Herbivory more 

limiting than competition on early and established native 

plants in an invaded meadow. Ecology 89(12): 3282 – 

3289.  

 

Holt, C.A., R.J. Fuller, and P.M. Dolman. 2011. Breeding 

and post-breeding responses of woodland birds to 

modification of habitat structure by deer. Biological 

Conservation 144: 2151–2162. 

 

Husheer, S.W., and C.M. Frampton. 2005. Fallow deer 

impacts on Wakatipu beech forest. New Zealand 

Journal of Ecology 29(1): 83-94.  

 

 

Pellatt, M.G., Z. Gedalof. 2014. Environmental change in 

Garry Oak (Quercus garryana) ecosystems: the 

evolution of an eco-cultural landscape. Biodiversity 

Conservation 23: 2053 – 2067.  

https://taramartin.org/publications/ 

 

Stewart, A.J.A. 2001. The impact of deer on lowland 

wood land invertebrates: a review of the evidence and 

priorities for future research. Forestry 74: 259 - 270. 

 

Suraci, J.P., M. Clinchy, L.Y. Zanette., C.M.A. Currie, 

and L.M. Dill. 2015. Mammalian mesopredators on 

islands directly impact both terrestrial and marine 

communities. Oceologica. 14pp. 

 

Turner, N.J. 1988. “The importance of a rose”: 

evaluating the cultural significance of plants in 

Thompson and Lillooet Interior Salish. American 

Anthropologist 90(2): 272 – 290. 

 

Wright, D.M., A.J. Tanentzap, O. Flores, S.W. Husheer, 

R.P. Duncan, S.K. Wiser, and D.A. Coomes. 2012. 

Impacts of culling and exclusion of browsers on 

vegetation recovery across New Zealand forests. 

Biological Conservation 153: 64 – 71. 
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Parks Canada is 

seeking input:  
 

Parks Canada is seeking the support and input of 

Sidney Island landowners and local First Nations as 

we explore fallow deer eradication. We would like to 

hear your thoughts and discuss eradication options 

with you in the months ahead through in-person 

meetings and presentations, as well as written 

updates. We will continue to let you know about 

upcoming opportunities to learn more about the 

project. To contact us, please call 250-654-4000 or 

write us at gulf.islands@pc.gc.ca 
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